St. Michael’s Cemetery — Rivelin
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St. Michael’s R.C. Cemetery — Rivelin Valley Road, Sheffield

KEY TO PLAN -
TO ASSIST IN LOCATING GRAVES

HE AREA ROUND THE CHAPEL
I has a separate plan with individual
graves marked, because the numbering
system was not very accurate in this area. The
area below the flagged path, from the drive to
below the chapel, is where the most recent new

graves may be found. Space is running out.

The cemetery was originally set out in a
latitude and longitude system. Row A is the
first row at the top of the hill. The graves are
numbered using every second number e.g. 2,
4, 6, 8 etc. However, for some reason, some
rows were numbered 1, 3, 5, 7 etc. What is
more, the numbering often changes from even
numbers to odd numbers, or vice-versa part
way along the row. After row Z they continued
AA, BA, to YA.

The various sections were named (a) to assist
in finding the general area, although that was
defeated by splitting St. Patrick’s section into
three separate sections — two just inside the
gate and one at the very far end of the
cemetery and (b) for differential pricing — the
nearer to the chapel the more expensive
although the prices have never been high when
compared to the municipal cemeteries.

The numbering of the graves ignores the
sections, e.g. in row A, St. Patrick’s section
contains numbers A22 to A96, then St. Brigid’s
section contains A98 to A194 and St. Mary’s
section contains A207 to 251 then A252 to 255
(change from evens to odds).

There is then a St. Vincent’s section A258 to
A333. This must be at the very bottom, where
indicated on the plan (page v), alongside the
main road. There are no headstones to locate
any of the graves. St. Vincent’s section (which
appears to include some random graves
around the various walls of the cemetery — all
with no headstones to locate them) was for

paupers who were buried in very cheap coffins
in common graves, some holding unbelievable
numbers of totally unrelated persons, often
from the “Union” or Workhouse, of which the
main one was in Herries Road, now part of the
Northern General Hospital, but there were
others.

The best way to find a particular grave is to
refer to the computer printout from which
graves with headstones can be identified and
from which graves without headstones can be
worked out by counting in two’s right or left
and in rows up and down from the reference
given for the nearest grave with a headstone.

As a general guide which may sometimes help
in locating graves which do have a headstone,
without referring to the entire printout, a list
of prominent graves is attached with numbers
in red on the plan (page v). A few rows are
also identified at the extreme left and extreme
right, showing how they run parallel to the
very top wall, sloping down to the right.

The latest burial area in St. Michael’s section
on the right of the drive towards the chapel,
used to have a ‘no-go’ area in the middle where
large bushes and stones made it necessary to
bypass the centre and start numbering again
further on. Unfortunately, this led to the
numbers becoming hopelessly out of line with
rows higher up and generally confusing. When
the central area was cleared and put into use,
the numbers just did not meet each other.
That is why the separate plan with each grave
identified by a separate rectangle, with a thick
black line round those that had headstones
when the plan was last updated, is essential.
That is particularly so because some of the
graves were not accurately laid in line with
those above, to add to the confusion.



St. Michael’s R.C. Cemetery — Rivelin Valley Road, Sheffield
REFERENCE NUMBERS IN RED ON THE PLAN

10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

Matthew Monfredi etc. YA 5

Wilf and Maggie Sweeney
etc. UA12

. Julia Robinson KA 38
4. Bill and Norah O’Hara etc.

GA 50

. William Maher etc. BA 81
. Elizabeth Rodgers —

Moroney CA 70
Achille Caira etc. Z 92

. Leslie Whitbread Y 106
. Margaret McGrath, John

McGrath etc. X 116
Mary Mulvey etc. V 135
Fantozzi etc. Q 162
Bumford ete. O 164
Deveney etc. N 146
Gaul etc. L 144

Ellen Mason — Casey M 110

Brannan M 108

Patrick and Mary Kane L 96

Kennedy etc. K106
H. A. Corcoran N 83

20. J. W. Byrne V 34

21.

22.

23.

Catherine Heath etc. V 30
Brenda McNerney I 124
Leach etc. H 134

23a.Reynolds (Margaret) Ai54

24.
25.
26.
27,
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.

33-

34.
35-
36.
37
38.

39.

John Walsh etc. E 162
Robert O’Connor F 200
Phillips — Dunne F 205
Albaya J 207

O’Shea J 200

Wray Parkin K 233
Edward Mulligan K 265
Peter Coleman J 263

Foster’s Vault — Walsh’s
vault below

Patrick Joseph and Clara
Benson P206

Bernard Doherty U 205
Wiseman X 207 and Y 207
George Hayes Z 209

Ada Alice Bines Y 225
Whelan T 259

Hale Hugh Stephen,
Elizabeth etc. S 267




Updated April 2009 - these numbers preferred to those in register.
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